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By June Scharf

On a day unlike any seen in decades 
or possibly ever in the City of 
Beachwood, a peaceful rally and 

demonstration march was held as an 
expression of the stand being taken by 
many against nationwide racial injustice 
and police brutality experienced by people 
of color. 

Under a perfectly blue sky, temperatures 
in the low 70s and a gently blowing breeze, 
the “Rally for Racial Justice” began on 
Thursday, June 11, at 6 pm, and lasted until 
roughly 8:30 pm. 

Close to 2,000 people filled the entire 
parking lot between the Beachwood 
Municipal Complex and the Beachwood 
Family Aquatic Center. Those present 
reflected a diverse gathering of both 
residents and non-residents, and of all 
ages with heavy youth participation. Under 
the threat of virus dissemination, nearly 
everyone was wearing a face mask.  

The rally kicked off with a welcome by 
organizer Elizabeth Metz, a BHS senior, 
varsity athlete, student newspaper 
contributor, and a winner of 2020 Princeton 
Prize in Race Relations, who exudes passion 
and determination. 

Other speakers included BHS senior 
Cassidy Gilliam; Samaria Rice, mother of 
Tamir Rice who was slain by Cleveland 
police; activist Fran Gordon; City 
Councilperson James Pasch; University 
Schools graduate Kennon Walton; and 
Reverend Dr. Daryl B. Ingram. Music was 
performed by AfterThought and the 
NuSoul Band.

Additional student advocates who 
helped plan the rally included Dasianae 
Byrse, Martin Ellis, Emily Fan, Avery 
Solomon, and Gabriel Stern.

Gordon said of the event, “It was an 
amazing synthesis of student energy and 
outpouring of wide-community concern 
combined to produce an evening that 
will go down in Beachwood history. To 
collaborate with the Parkland generation as 
a seasoned arts activist was both exciting 
and eye opening. While some in the crowd 
chose to protest the police, the truth is, 
without 100% cooperation from Police Chief 
Gary Haba and his team, this event would 
not have taken place.”

Samaria Rice, who has been tapped 
globally to speak on police brutality and 
racial injustice, encouraged “young folks to 

keep the pressure on and don’t take no for 
an answer.” She stated in her remarks that 
she believes the whole police department 
system is broken and “needs to be 
reformed from the top to the bottom.” She 
added, “Be peaceful and keep the pressure 
on. It’s time for a change…so many stolen 
lives in this country.”

Samaria also talked about The Tamir Rice 
Foundation, which invests in the growth 
and enrichment of all children through 
after-school programs in arts and culture 

by allowing them to express their truth to improve 
their lives as they grow into young adults. It also 
advocates to change laws and implement new policies 
for the system with community oversight for police 
accountability and community reform dialogue. (To 
learn more, visit tamirricefoundation.org.)

The event was safeguarded by Beachwood police of-
ficers present on foot and on the Municipal Complex’s 
rooftop. One local news outlet assigned a helicopter to 
cover the event by circling the area for about an hour. 

Midway through the event, a period of silence was 
held for 8 minutes and 46 seconds to recognize the killing 
of George Floyd by law enforcement in Minneapolis. 

Marchers took to a closed and supervised portion 
of Fairmount Boulevard carrying signs such as 
“Black Lives Matter” and “No Justice, No Peace,” and 
screaming those same words. They marched from 
the Municipal Complex to the I-271 bridge, crossed 
it, and marched back, about a two-mile distance. 
The significance of crossing the bridge signified a 
Civil Rights action in 1965, in Selma, Alabama, when 
demonstrators crossed the Edmund Pettus Bridge.

Upon returning to the stage, students recited the 
names of individuals nationwide who were killed by 
law enforcement officers. During this impassioned 
portion of the event, attendees repeated the names 
after they were announced, to the plea from leaders 
who cried, “Louder! Say his name!” 

Metz also was involved with organizing a Rally for 
Educational Equity on BHS grounds, but its Sunday, 
June 14 date was postponed, with no rescheduling 
as of press time. The district was working with the 
Cuyahoga County Board of Health to coordinate 
safety provisions under the current pandemic.

RALLY ATTENDEE 
COMMENTS
Tammie Greer (resident)

What brought me out specifically 
was to show my daughter why 
things like this are important. Being 
a resident in Beachwood, there are 
not a lot of blacks who live in the 
district and I wanted her to have an 
experience and an understanding 
of why it’s so important for us to 
take a stance right now. Even if she 
hasn’t experienced anything like 
being fearful of the police or being 
targeted, it’s common to people who 
look like us (African American).

Taylor Greer Jones 
(BHS student and Tammie’s daughter)

I think this (rally) is helping 
everyone, including me, because 
I believe it will change people so 
less of these things can happen. 
Although the world isn’t perfect, this 
will make an impact on everyone to 
give them a different mindset.

Darby Steiger (resident)
This was an opportunity for us 

to be a part of our community and 
express the way we’re all feeling 
about what’s going on now – the way 
African American people are treated 
by the police, the lack of equity in our 
society. It is really horrible and we 
cannot stand for it anymore. It’s been 
too much for too long.

Andrew Caplan
(18, resident, Hawken graduate)

We need to constantly support 
the Black Lives Matter movement, 
and one of the best ways to do that 
is to protest and to rally together. 
This could be a turning point and it 
should be a turning point in America. 

Gary Katz (resident)
I appreciate the speakers coming 

out here peacefully to kinda grieve 
with us.

Kerry Katz (resident)
I appreciate the fact that this was 

organized by our young people and 
that our police department came out 
to support, rather than hinder, their 
voices. I also think it’s important to 
engage young people because, as 
they come of age, they’re going to 
be the ones carrying that torch and 
they’re going to be voting.

June Taylor (City Councilperson, 
Elizabeth Metz’s mother)

I would never have been this active 
at 17. I did not have the courage. I 
did not have the assertiveness. I also 
did not have the political acumen 
to understand the dynamics and 
to even understand the political 
structure, to have the conversations 
and debates that they are able 
to have at such an intense level 
with adults, lawyers, and union 
representatives, and to be as 
articulate as these young people are. 
They are on a whole other plateau. 

This generation has a resilience 
that I haven’t seen since the ‘60s and 
Vietnam era. They’ve seen so many 
different models of change in their 
lifetime that they’re vocal. They’re 
not passive or docile, or accepting 
of the status quo. If you say to them, 
this is how it’s been or how it works, 
they challenge it and they have no 
qualms saying that it doesn’t need 
to be that way.

Conrad Metz (resident, 
Elizabeth Metz’s father)

Elizabeth was raised in a 
household where I traveled a lot 
and spoke a lot of languages. She’s 
a linguist. Her mother has always 
been a very powerful woman. We 
live by the motto, “do what you 
have to do so you can do what you 
want to do.” That’s the main thing 
that has driven Elizabeth. 

Rally Addresses National  
Racial Injustice and Police Brutality

Samaria Rice
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